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MEANYC and The U.F.T. got off to a flying start with their first of seven 
workshops this past September 17. This first (Choral Workshop) clinic 
was in conjunction with The Hal Leonard Corporation. As expected, 
there was a great turnout for John Jacobson, who provided all the 
necessary ingredients for a great morning - energy, enthusiasm and take-
home packets. 

All the workshops are moderately priced ($10-15) and are held 
at U.F.T. Headquarters (52 Broadway/Manhattan). You will receive 
a certificate for four hours of professional development credit and a 
continental breakfast will be provided. 

Please check our website or go directly to http://meanyc.org/
UFTWorkshopFlyer2011.pdf for information and registration form for 
the remaining workshops.

MEANYC Workshops

Salute To Music/Boro-Wide Auditions
Manhattan &Staten Island:  October 15 (9am-noon)

Bronx, Brooklyn & Queens: October 22 (9am-noon)

We are now on 
Facebook and Twitter!
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This is your newsletter.  Keep us informed 
of your concerts, special programs, activi-

ties, awards, etc. If you can contribute tips, 
methods or techniques that work for you, we 
would like to share them with our members.    

Mail items for publication to: 
Pat Glunt

34-18 85th Street
Jackson Heights NY 11372

or email crescendo@meanyc.org
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Welcome back to another new school year. I 
want to thank Maria Schwab for all the hard 
work she has dedicated to MEANYC during 
her tenure as president. I look forward to the 
next two years as I serve as president. It is my 
goal to continue visibility of our organization 
throughout our school community, work to-
wards improving the quality and availability 
of music education for all our children regard-
less of where they live, what school they attend 
and increase membership.

During the last six years MEANYC has done 
much to reach out into our community. On a 
professional level, we started offering workshops 
for our teachers. They started as piggybacking 
on our Saturday Boro-wide program. The idea 
was to offer a workshop in every borough. It was 
a rough first year.  While things may not have 
worked out the way we had hoped, Roberta 
Feldhusen took this idea to the UFT and, now 
in collaboration with the UFT, we have been of-
fering workshops in the UFT headquarters for 
four years. This year Roberta and Sharon Golub 
have put together a series of six workshops held 
throughout the year. I am sure that there will be 
something that catches your interest. Check the 
UFT paper and our website for registration in-
formation. 

For the past two years we have been offering 
scholarships to graduating seniors who are going 
to college and will provide more information for 
our members’ students to apply in the Spring. We 
are now in our third year of All-County Band, 
Choir, and String Orchestra Festival. Last year we 
had over 200 students participate. This year we 
hope to expand the grade levels. Again, you must 
be a member in order for your students to be able 
to participate. Information for this festival will be 
online. It comes up quick. Application deadlines 
are around the end of November. Festival date and 
venue has not been finalized, but for the past two 
years it has been held the first weekend of Febru-
ary. Maria Schwab has offered to chair this event. 
If you have any questions please contact her. 

On a social level, we will continue with 
our annual cocktail party. We have held this 
event at various venues around the city in the 
fall and winter. This year it will probably be 
in the spring. We will be holding our annual 
honors dinner in the Fall on Friday evening, 
October 28th at Astoria World Manor in 
Astoria, Queens. The cost is more affordable 
and it is walking distance from the subway. 

Thanks to Maria, we had a wonderful eve-
ning in Brooklyn for the Cyclones and Staten 

Island Yankees baseball game. The game was 
the same day as the Mermaid Parade. What a 
wonderful way to spend a Saturday in June. 
Our group received complimentary caps and 
most stayed for the entire game and saw a great 
fireworks display. While it was a long ride home 
on the subway, it was an event that I hope will 
be on the calendar again this year. So, these are 
just some of the things MEANYC has been up 
to for the last few years. Talk about visibility. 
Check out our website, Facebook and Twitter. 

This year we plan on adding two events to 
our busy calendar. One is to honor the memory 
of our dear friend Lucie Evens who lost her bat-
tle with breast cancer last year. The board decid-
ed that we would like to participate as a team in 
the Revlon Run/Walk For Women. This event 
will be held Saturday, May 5, 2012. Informa-
tion on how to participate will be available on 
our website. The other event I hope to put into 
place is a music teacher talent show. This will be 
a fundraiser for our scholarship program. If you 
would like to participate, please let us know. I 
think it will be fun to perform for our friends, 
family and colleagues. I’ve already started prac-
ticing! Information will be posted online and 
Facebook and Twitter. Along with our schol-
arship for students, we are also providing a 
stipend for first time attendees to the Winter 
NYSSMA Conference in Rochester. Criteria 
on who would be eligible and how much and 
how many has yet to be determined. One thing 
for certain, you must be a MEANYC member 
to be eligible for the stipend and you must be 
a member of NYSSMA/MENC in order to at-
tend the conference. 

So, as you see, MEANYC has something 
for just about everyone. 

On a closing note, I also want to welcome 
our new Chancellor, Dennis M. Walcott. I 
know he understands the importance of a qual-
ity arts education for all of our children. I also 
look forward to working with Paul King, Exec-
utive Director of The Office of Arts and Special 
Projects and Barbara Murray, Director of Mu-
sic. As we look around at the political climate 
and the changes in how teachers are evaluated 
and viewed, it is more important than ever for 
all of us to join and work together towards vis-
ibility, advocacy and providing the best music 
education for all the children of New York City. 

See you soon ...
Pat

From the President
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On September 1, 2011, MENC officially be-
came   NAfAME, the National Association for 
Music Education. By any name, our association 
is our advocacy voice in Washington.  When our 
national executive director Michael Butera and his 
staff visits members of congress, it affords instant 
recognition of who and what we are about.  The 
high stakes testing environment born of No Child 
Left Behind and Race to the Top are federal pro-
grams that have adversely impacted music educa-
tion in the entire country. As I write, the national 
standards for the arts are being rewritten, it will 
have implications to our state regulations. What 
we teach, how we teach and how our effectiveness 
as teachers may be assessed, is at stake.  Addition-
ally, the identification of the Arts as a core subject 
and what that means are additional concerns that 
NAFME (MENC) raises with the Department 
of Education and Congress.   Simply stated, in 
the present educational climate and debate, this 
is a service that we cannot be without.” In a de-
mocracy, those that do not participate, tend to get 
stepped on.”

When you pay your dues to NYSSMA, 
2/3rd’s or $80 goes to NAFME for these efforts 

in Washington.   Only 1/3 or $40.00 goes to 
your state organization NYSSMA!

Your $40.00 commitment to NYSSMA rep-
resents your participation in the most significant 
professional force for music education in N.Y. 
State.   Membership signifies your commitment 
to professional excellence in music education and 
your own professional growth.  Membership pro-
vides advocacy on the state level (advocacy strat-
egies that you may use locally) representation at 
all NYCSEA (New York State Council of Edu-
cational Associations) meetings, representation for 
any committees at the state level that could have 
an impact on Music Education.   Members are 
able to nominate their students to become one of 
the 900 All State performers at the Winter Con-
ference  in Rochester.  The Winter Conference, 
which will take place on December 1-4 offers 190 
workshops and showcases that offers a matchless 
opportunity for your professional growth. Each 
August, NYSSMA co sponsors  the New York 
State Summer Music Conference which  is de-
voted to education workshops and reading music 
for potential school use.  The NYSSMA solos and 
ensemble evaluation process motivates students to 

achieve, reinforces and aug-
ments the quality of your 
instruction, augments your 
programs visibility to the 
community in and out of 
school. 

Your joint member-
ship (NAFME and NYSS-
MA) provides you with four publications: School 
Music News, NYSSMA Notes, Music Educators 
Journal and Teaching Music Magazine.

Conventional Wisdom that NYSSMA is 
expensive is just plain wrong.  I am indebted 
to Susan Weber with whose permission I have 
used material that she developed that will soon 
appear on the NYSSMA.org web site. I hope 
we have jointly made such a strong case that 
you will immediately run to your computer 
and visit our website and join or renew your 
membership today.  If you prefer, call the NYS-
SMA office at 1-888-NYSSMA-1 and anyone 
you reach will be happy to help you!

Best Wishes for an outstanding school year!
 Michael Pitt
NYSSMA Zone 12 Representative

NYSSMA Corner

If you think MEANYC offers a nice selection of workshops, you 
should try to attend NYSSMA’s Winter Conference in Rochester 
on December 1-4.  A sampling of the nearly 200 workshops 
includes:  targeted approaches for elementary, middle and high 
school pedagogy, sessions specific to individual instruments, 
advocacy, adjudication preparation, technology and budgeting.  
The culmination of the four days are the All-State ensembles from 
the state’s most talented musicians.  The major publishers and 
instrument companies have fantastic booths and also run various 
clinics.

Many NYC principals approve these days for professional 
development, and no personal days are deducted from your 
C.A.R.   Whether you attend part or all of the conference, you 
will walk away (ok—it’s a long walk from Rochester) with added 
knowledge, information and inspiration.

MEANYC tries to secure a special group train rate.  Zone Rep 
Mike will look into it again this year.  We will post any information 
on our website and send an email to our members.

NYSSMA’s 76th 
Winter Conference

                          

Master of Arts in Teaching Music (MAT)
    —a three-semester program leading to New York State certification.

Bachelor of Science
    —a four-year program in Performance or Composition.

                          
     Department of Music

        

DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC

LEHMAN COLLEGE
   —Modest tuition; financial aid available 

   —Convenient class schedules

   —Credit by examination and transfer credit offered

www.lehman.edu/music                                       

For more information, please contact us at (718) 960-8247
or music.department@lehman.cuny.edu.
www.lehman.edu/music
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Save The Date!
20th Annual Dinner

 Friday, October 28, 2011 at 6PM
Astoria World Manor

25-22 Astoria Boulevard
Astoria, New York 11102

 Honorees are the late Lucie Evens and 
New York State Assemblyman Alan Maisel

Please check our website, Facebook, Twitter and email for full details 
and registration form.  For more information, email Dinner Chairperson Bernice 

Greene Fleischer at dinner@meanyc.org
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Feed 
Me!

Send in an 
article for 
us to use.  

Pictures are 
just as nice 

as well.
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I was excited when I found out that the UFT 
was hosting a workshop with John Jacobson. 
I brought the photos I had taken with the 
children in «America Sings «in The Macy›s 
Day Parade  with John Jacobson from nine 
years ago along with my photos of The Keltic 
Dreams and the children I taught to show 
him how far my journey had come in nine 
years. I was so excited to tell him what an 
inspiration his workshop had been to me 
throughout all these years

Mr. Jacobson always has so much energy 
and it is evident in his teaching. I was so 
excited after the four hours to return back to 
work on Monday and teach my music classes. 
I asked Mr. Jacobson in a Q & A discussion 
at the end how he had so much energy. He 
said when he hears people complain that 
they are tired, it is somehow pointless to him. 
He went on - 

«Everyone is tired—you, me, them.   
Nobody cares if you are going to go through 
life.  If you don’t give those children all you 
have to get them motivated, than you are in 

the wrong profession. When a child looks in 
the mirror and feels worthless we can change 
that in a music class if even for a while. We 
as music teachers can brighten a day. I›ve had 
conversations with many people over the 
years and they don›t remember what they 
learned in Math class but they remember the 
time they walked on stage and performed 
in front of an audience for the first time or 
played a musical instrument in a band for the 
first time.»  Mr. Jacobson had me reduced to 
tears.

I personally believe and live by my 

philosophy  that we as music teachers can 
brighten up every single child in our music 
classes every day and  that if we don›t give 
every single student sitting there in front 
of us something to smile about in that 
class,  whether it be a forty minute period 
or more, we have failed at our jobs as music 
teachers. Some children will go home to 
a wonderful home situation while others 
won›t know what home is from one day to 
another and may go to a shelter each night. 
The bottom line is, when they are all sitting 
there in front of us in their music class, we 
can make them feel special, feel part of a 
team, make them smile, and forget life’s 
problems outside for a while. Whoever said, 
«You can›t reach them all» was never a music 
teacher!!!!

Caroline Duggan, P.S 59, Bronx  
 www.thekelticdreams.com         
[Ed. Note:  Ms. Duggan’s complete article will 
be posted on our website.]

Nine Years

Caroline Duggan & John Jacobson
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ATTN: PRINCIPAL AND MUSIC STAFF

Make checks payable to MEANYC.
Mail to: Cara Barnard, Membership Chair:  W.C. Bryant High School, 48-10  31st Avenue, L.I.C., NY 11103

Music Educators Association of New York City –– Application For Membership
One Year Membership

(Please Type or Print All Information)

Salutation_____________    First Name ____________________________  Last Name___________________________________________

Home Address_________________________________________________________     Zip__________________________

Home Phone (       )____________Cell (       )_________Email:Personal________________DOE_________@schools.nyc.gov

Membership Category  (Check One)	 ❑ Educator  $25.00	         ❑ Student $10.00     ❑ Retired   $15.00     ❑ School/Corporation  $75.00		
				    ❑ New Teacher (Free) Proof Required			 
School/Organization_______________________________________________Title________________________________

School/Business Address_____________________________________  Zip_______  School/Office Telephone  (     )___________

NYC Licenses Held: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Position:		 ❑ Teacher	 ❑ Supervisor	 ❑ Other
Level:		  	 ❑ Elem.	 	 ❑ Middle	 ❑ High School	 	 ❑ College	 ❑ Other
Teaching Area [s]	 	 ❑Vocal		  ❑ Strings	 	 ❑ Winds		  	 ❑ Percussion	 ❑ Other

❑  I would like to attend an Executive Board meeting.	     ❑  I am interested in the MEANYC Mentoring Program.
❑  Please include 	 ❑  Please do not include        my contact information in a MEANYC Directory.  
$______ additional donation for Scholarship Program

✄ ✄ ✄ ✄✄ ✄✄ ✄ ✄✄ ✄✄ ✄  Cut along this line and mail this form with your check .  ✄ ✄ ✄ ✄ ✄ ✄ ✄ ✄ ✄ ✄ ✄ ✄   


